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ABSTRACT: The design of luminescent materials with
widely and continuously tunable excitation and emission is
still a challenge in the field of advanced optical applications. In
this paper, we reported a Eu2+-doped SiO2-Li2O-SrO-Al2O3-
K2O-P2O5 (abbreviated as SLSAKP:Eu2+) silicate luminescent
glass. Interestingly, it can give an intense tunable emission
from cyan (474 nm) to yellowish-green (538 nm) simply by
changing excitation wavelength and adjusting the concen-
tration of Eu2+ ions. The absorption spectra, photolumines-
cence excitation (PLE) and emission (PL) spectra, and decay
curves reveal that there are rich and distinguishable local cation sites in SLSAKP glasses and that Eu2+ ions show preferable site
distribution at different concentrations, which offer the possibility to engineer the local site environment available for Eu2+ ions.
Luminescent glasses based color and white LED devices were successfully fabricated by combining the as-synthesized glass and a
385 nm n-UV LED or 450 nm blue LED chip, which demonstrates the potential application of the site engineering of
luminescent glasses in advanced solid-state lighting in the future.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Luminescent materials with widely and continuously tunable
excitation and emission have been intensely researched in
recent years because of their manifold range of potential
application, such as color display technologies, high-efficiency
solid-state lighting, information storage, biological sensing and
labeling, as well as photoelectronic and photonic devices.1−8

Generally, there are three approaches to designing
luminescent crystalline materials with tunable emitting light.
First, one can select different activator or sensitizer/activator
pairs in the same host to develop tunable emitting phosphors.
For instance, Y2O2S:Eu

3+ and Y2O2S:Tb
3+ are commercial red

and green emitting phosphors for traditional color CRT,
respectively,9,10 and Ca5(PO4)3(Cl,F):Sb

3+/Mn2+ is commer-
cially tunable blue-to-yellow as well as white emitting phosphor
activated by donor (Sb3+)-acceptor (Mn2+) pairs for fluorescent
lamp in the field of traditional lighting.11,12 Second, tunable
emitting phosphors can be designed by modifying the host
composition doping with the specific activator. For example,
Eu2+ ion can emit intense blue, green, and red emission in
BaMgAl10O17 (BAM), β-SiAlON, and Sr2Si5N8, respectively,

which are all commercial phosphors for white light-emitting
diodes (white LEDs) in the field of solid-state lighting.13−21

Unfortunately, tunable excitation and emission cannot be
realized in those phosphors mentioned above once the host/
activator composition and the concentration of activator are
fixed.
In addition to the two methods mentioned above, the well-

known crystallographic site engineering has also provided a
useful tool for producing phosphors with tunable excitation and
emission.22−25 For examples, Yasushi Sato et al. reported that
Eu2+ ions occupy two different crystallographic Ca sites in
Ca2SiO4 and give tunable emission from green-yellow to deep-
red with increasing Eu2+ concentration.22 Unfortunately, the
phosphor does not exhibit tunable emissions at fixed
concentration of Eu2+ ions. Jia Zhang et al. reported that at
fixed Eu2+ concentration, Eu2+ ions occupy three different
crystallographic Ca sites in Ca14Mg2(SiO4)8 and give tunable
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green emissions from 504 to 508 nm under excitation of 296,
330, and 396 nm.24 Unfortunately, the emission of Eu2+ is
limited in tunable range. In summary, a limited number of
cation sites with distinguishable crystalline environment or a
number of cation sites with similar crystalline environment in a
specific host compound will poorly contribute to tunable
excitation and emission. Comparatively, glasses are a vital class
of noncrystalline materials and have the merit of short-range
order and long-range disorder,26,27 which possess abundant and
continuously distinguishable sites available for luminescent
activators. Consequently, this theoretically makes it easier to
use site engineering to design tunable excitation and emission
in glasses, which may be wider and more continuous than that
in crystalline compounds. In 2012, L. H. C. Andrade et al.28

reported Ce3+-doped low-silica-calcium-alumino-silicate glass,
of which the emission color can be widely tuned from blue to
yellow under different excitation wavelengths. Thereafter, they
reported Eu2+-doped calcium aluminosilicate glass,29 which also
gives the tunable emission from green to orange by using
different excitation wavelengths and varying concentration of
Eu2+ ions. Unfortunately, the underlying luminescent mecha-
nisms in rare earth ion-doped glass are still unclear, which
hinders the improvement on the performance of luminescent
glasses with widely and continuously tunable excitation and
emission in the future. In this paper, we reported Eu2+ ion-
doped silicate glasses and systematically studied the relationship
between the sites and tunable PLE and PL through absorption
spectra, steady-state PLE and PL spectra, and decay curves.
Moreover, we demonstrated their potential applications in
color and white LED devices.

2. EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
2.1. Sample Preparation. Both the mother glass and Eu2+-doped

glasses were prepared by the conventional melt-quenching method.
The precursor glass has the composition (mol %) of 45SiO2-30Li2O-
15SrO-5Al2O3-3K2O-2P2O5 and the Eu2+-doped SLSAKP glasses are
referred to as SLSAKP:xEu2+, where x = 0.05, 0.10, 0.20, 0.40, 0.80,
and 1.00% (mol %). The analytical pure reagents of the oxides SiO2
and Al2O3, the carbonates Li2CO3, SrCO3, and K2CO3, the phosphate
NH4H2PO4, and high pure Eu2O3 (4N) were used as raw materials. In
a typical melting quenching process, the corresponding raw materials
were mixed thoroughly in an agate mortar and the mixtures were then
melted in a corundum crucible at 1500 °C for 1 h under thermal-
carbon reducing atmosphere. The melts were cast into preheated (500
°C) graphite molds, subsequently annealed for 2 h at 500 °C to relieve
the stress, and finally cooled to room temperature. The as-synthesized
glasses were cut and carefully polished into specimens of ∼3 mm
thickness for optical measurements. The n-UV Chip-On-Board (n-UV
COB) and blue chip-on-board (blue COB) LED modules consisted of
a 6 × 8 array of n-UV (∼385 nm) chips and 3 × 3 array of blue (∼450
nm) chips, respectively. To obtain the white LEDs, we prepared the
CaAlSiN3:Eu

2+-based glass plate by Phosphor-in-Glass (PiG) technol-
ogy.30,31,51 PiG is a novel composite material that a certain amount of
phosphor disperse in an inorganic glass matrix, which is prepared
simply by cosintering of the mixture of phosphor and glass powder at
low processing temperature. The glass frit was prepared from SiO2−
Al2O3−B2O3−ZnO−BaO via a conventional melt-quenching method
and the commercial red phosphor CaAlSiN3:Eu

2+ was purchased from
LUMING Technology Group Co. Ltd. As a proof-of-concept
experiment, the green-emitting luminescent glass based LED (LG-
LED) device was fabricated simply by placing a luminescent glass on
n-UV COB excitation source. White LED device was constructed
simply by first placing SLSAKP:1.00% Eu2+ glass on the blue COB
chip and then stacking the CaAlSiN3:Eu

2+-based PiG on the
SLSAKP:1.00% Eu2+ glass.

2.2. Characterization. Absorption spectra were recorded with a
Cary 5000 UV−vis−NIR spectrophotometer (Varian Instruments)
equipped with double out-of-plane Littrow monochromator. The PLE
and PL spectra within the temperature range 296−498 K as well as the
decay curves were measured using a FSP920 Time Resolved and
Steady State Fluorescence Spectrometers (Edinburgh Instruments)
equipped with a 450 W Xe lamp, a 150 W nF900 flash lamp, TM300
excitation monochromator and double TM300 emission monochro-
mators and thermo-electric cooled red-sensitive PMT. The spectral
resolution for the steady measurements is about 0.05 nm in UV−vis.
For PL measurements at above room temperature, the sample was
mounted in an Oxford OptistatDN2 nitrogen cryostat. The room
temperature internal quantum efficiency (IQE) of sample was
measured using a barium sulfate coated integrating sphere attached
to the FSP920. QE65000 (Ocean Optics Instruments) was employed
to measure the electroluminescence (EL) spectra at a forward current.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1. Spectroscopic Properties of SLSAKP:Eu2+ Glasses.
Figure 1a shows the optical absorption spectra of the
SLSAKP:xEu2+ glasses (x = 0, 0.05, 0.10, 0.20, 0.40, 0.80, and

Figure 1. (a) Optical absorption spectra of SLSAKP (G) and
SLSAKP:xEu2+ (x = 0.05, 0.10, 0.20, 0.40, 0.80, and 1.00% for Ga, Gb,
Gc, Gd, Ge, and Gf, respectively) glasses; (b) optical absorption
spectra of the as-fabricated glasses obtained by subtracting mother
glass SLSAKP from original SLSAKP:xEu2+ glass; (c) normalized
difference spectra by subtracting the optical spectra of two
SLSAKP:Eu2+ glasses with adjacent concentrations of Eu2+ ions; (d)
concentration dependence of long-wavelength absorption edge of Eu2+

ions.
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1.00%). For the host glass SLSAKP, there is only one
prominent broadband below 250 nm, which is due to host
absorption band. For all the SLSAKP:Eu2+ glasses, the
absorption spectra are similar to each other and they all have
one dominating absorption platform in the wavelength range of
200−450 nm, attributed to the overlapped absorption bands of
the host glass below 250 nm and the parity-allowed electric
dipole transition, 4f7(8S7/2)→ 4f65d,32,33 of Eu2+ above 250 nm.
To clearly show pure absorption band of Eu2+, the absorption
spectrum of the host glass SLSAKP is subtracted from that of
all the SLSAKP:Eu2+ glasses as shown in Figure 1b. As the
concentration of Eu2+ increases, the long-wavelength absorp-
tion edge of Eu2+ ions shows an obvious red-shift and the
absorption intensity gradually increases. The trend is also
reflected in the difference in the body color of the obtained
glass samples: the host SLSAKP glass is colorless and
transparent, and all the SLSAKP:Eu2+ glasses have a greenish
yellow body color. As an example, the digital photographs of
SLSAKP:1.00% Eu2+ are shown in the inset in Figure 1b.
Furthermore, the body color of the SLSAKP:Eu2+ glasses
become darker with increasing Eu2+ concentration. In general,
the gradual red-shift of Eu2+ ions transitions in crystalline
materials with increasing Eu2+ concentration is caused by the
increasing crystal field strength of solid-solution compound
where Eu2+ ions undergo. However, that explanation does not
apply to the case of Eu2+ in SLSAKP:Eu2+ glasses because glass
is a kind of noncrystalline material that generally has many local
sites with different site environments. Eu2+ ions probably
occupy one site with low crystal field strength at low
concentration of Eu2+ ions and another site with high crystal
field strength at high Eu2+ concentration. Consequently, it leads
to the overall gradual red-shift of 4f→5d transitions of Eu2+

ions in SLSAKP:Eu2+ glasses as the concentration of Eu2+ ions
increases. Figure 1c shows the normalized difference spectra by
subtracting the optical spectra of two SLSAKP:Eu2+ glasses with
adjacent concentrations of Eu2+ shown in Figure 1b. The
difference spectra can avoid the overlap effect induced by two

adjacent concentrations of Eu2+ and clearly show the energy
position of the lowest absorption edge of Eu2+ ions. With Eu2+

concentration increasing, the peaks of difference valves
gradually shift to long wavelength, indicating the lowest
absorption edge of Eu2+ ions shows a red-shift. In other
words, Eu2+ ions maybe occupy many different sites. As shown
in Figure 1d, the long-wavelength absorption edges change
from 409 nm for 0.05% Eu2+ to 448 nm for 1.00% Eu2+ as the
dopant concentration increases. Such an obvious and gradual
red-shift indicates that Eu2+ ions preferentially occupy the site
with low crystal field strength and then gradually occupy
another site with high crystal field strength in SLSAKP glass as
the concentration of Eu2+ ions increases.
Figure 2 shows PLE and PL spectra of SLSAKP:xEu2+ glass

samples. The excitation and emission spectra were recorded at
peak wavelength for each sample. It is clearly seen that both
PLE and PL spectra of Eu2+ show obvious concentration-
dependent behavior. At low concentration of Eu2+ ions (x =
0.05% for sample Ga), Eu2+ ions exhibit a prominent excitation
band at 390 nm and a dominating emission band at 474 nm. As
the concentration of Eu2+ ions increases, both the excitation
and emission bands show an obvious red-shift. At high Eu2+

concentration (x = 1.00% for sample Gf), the excitation and
emission bands are dominating at 445 and 538 nm, respectively.
Here, the site where Eu2+ ions give a shorter wavelength
emission is defined as the higher energy site and the site where
Eu2+ ions give a longer wavelength emission is called as the
lower energy site. In general, Eu2+ ions give a longer wavelength
emission when they undergo stronger crystal field, whereas they
exhibit a shorter wavelength emission when they undergo
weaker crystal field.34−36 Consequently, these results suggest
that there are rich and distinguishable sites available for Eu2+

and that Eu2+ ions prefer to occupy higher energy site at low
concentration and lower energy site at high concentration,
associated with weaker and stronger crystal field, respectively.
This explanation is strongly supported by the absorption
spectra as shown in Figure 1. As shown in Figure 2 and Figure

Figure 2. (a) PLE and (b) PL spectra of SLSAKP:xEu2+ (x = 0.05, 0.10, 0.20, 0.40, 0.80, and 1.00% for Ga, Gb, Gc, Gd, Ge, and Gf, respectively)
glasses.
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S1 (Supporting Information), the PLE and PL spectra show a
red-shift of 55 and 64 nm, respectively. The Stokes shift as a
function of Eu2+ concentration are also shown in Figure S1
(Supporting Information). The Stokes shift becomes smaller
with increasing Eu2+ concentration. In SLSAKP:1.00% Eu2+

glass, the value of Stokes shift is 3884 cm−1, which is close to
that of YAG:Ce3+ (3800 cm−1). The full width at half maximum
(FWHM) of SLSAKP:xEu2+ is within the range 126−134 nm,
larger than that of YAG:Ce3+ (∼120 nm),37 which is very
important for LG-WLEDs to obtain an improved color
rendering index.
More intriguingly, the tunable excitation of SLSAKP:xEu2+

glasses makes them match well with the emission of
commercial UV-LED chips (300−370 nm), n-UV-LED chips
(380−410 nm) or blue-LED chips (420−460 nm), which
suggests SLSAKP:xEu2+ glasses can be expected to be a
potential luminescent glass convertor for LED devices.
Moreover, Eu2+ ions give a tunable emission as their
concentration increases. The CIE color coordinates of the
SLSAKP:xEu2+ glasses are shown in Figure S2 (Supporting
Information). It is clearly seen that the color hues of the
samples change from blue-white to green and finally even to
yellowish-green as shown in the inset photographs under Xe
lamp excitation. In summary, we obtain excitation- and
emission-on-demand glasses for white LEDs by simply
adjusting concentration of Eu2+ ions in SLSAKP glass.
Quantum efficiency (QE) is an important parameter for

luminescent materials indicating to what extent it can be
practically used. For glassy materials, external quantum
efficiency (EQE) changes as the optical route (glass thickness)
varies. Thus, internal quantum efficiency (IQE) is typically used
to characterize its luminescent properties.38−40 As an
illustration, the excitation line and the emission spectrum of
the SLSAKP:0.40% Eu2+ glass sample are shown in Figure S3
(Supporting Information). The measured IQE of SLSAKP:-
xEu2+ glasses are listed in Table 1. Obviously, the IQE

decreases as the concentration of Eu2+ increases. Eu2+ ions
show relatively high IQE of about 16% at low concentration
and low IQE of about 10% at high concentration. These results
suggest that Eu2+ ions at higher energy site exhibit more
efficient emission than they at lower energy site. Compared
with the crystalline materials, the IQE values of xEu2+-doped
SLSAKP glasses are not high enough, mainly due to high
phonon energy and flabby coordination environment in glasses.
It is also interesting that Eu2+ ions show the excitation

wavelength-dependent tunable emission performance besides
the concentration-dependent tunable emission properties
discussed above. Figure 3 typically exhibits the PL spectra of
SLSAKP:xEu2+ glasses (x = 0.05, 0.40, and 1.00%) under

continuous excitation wavelengths with a step of 10 nm. For x
= 0.05%, Eu2+ ions give a tunable emission with a gradual red-
shift of about 66 nm, the intensity of which initially increases
and then decreases, when the excitation wavelength varies from
360 to 450 nm. Such dependence of the integrated intensity
and emission peak wavelength on excitation wavelength is
clearly displayed in Figure 3(a***). Similarly, the other two
glasses show almost the same behavior. The difference is that
the red-shift is about 66 nm for x = 0.05%, 44 nm for x = 0.40%
and 36 nm for x = 1.00% and the optimal excitation wavelength
is about 390 nm for x = 0.05%, 430 nm for x = 0.40% and 445
nm for x = 1.00%. The reason why Eu2+ ions show the
excitation wavelength-dependent tunable emission performance
at fixed concentration is that rich and distinguishable sites in
SLSAKP glasses are occupied by Eu2+ at whatever low or high
concentration even if Eu2+ ions preferentially occupy high
energy site at low concentration and then gradually occupy low
energy site at high concentration. In addition, it is obviously
seen that the red-shift of emission decreases with increasing
Eu2+ concentration, which is ascribed to the emission
quenching of Eu2+ ions at the high energy site by reabsorbing
of Eu2+ at the low energy site as shown in Figure S4
(Supporting Information). This explanation is strongly
supported by the lifetime data of Eu2+. As shown in Figure
S4 (Supporting Information), the lifetime of Eu2+ at the same
site (λex = 390 nm, λem =474 nm) decreases from 1.14 μs
(0.05% Eu2+) to 0.97 μs (1.00% Eu2+), suggesting that energy
transfer happens from Eu2+ ions at high energy site to Eu2+ at
low energy site. Consequently, the emission of Eu2+ at high
energy site is quenched in glasses with high concentration of
Eu2+ ions.
Figure 4 shows the CIE chromaticity diagram and the

photographs of SLSAKP:Eu2+ glasses under continuous
excitation wavelengths with a step of 10 nm. The excitation
light is supplied by the Xe lamp of the FSP920. It is obviously
seen that the emitting color and CIE color coordinates of Eu2+

ions are finely tunable in excitation wavelength range from 360
to 450 nm. For x = 0.05%, Eu2+ ions give an intense cyan
emission (λex = 360−410 nm), weak green emission (λex =
420−430 nm) and poor yellowish-green emission (λex > 430
nm). Accordingly, the CIE coordinates vary greatly from
(0.228, 0.287) to (0.377, 0.521). For x = 0.40%, Eu2+ ions emit
an intense and tunable light from green (λex = 360−410 nm) to
yellowish-green emission (λex = 420−450 nm). At the
meantime, the CIE coordinates change from (0.283, 0.446)
to (0.384, 0.526). For x = 1.0%, Eu2+ ions give an intense and
tunable emission from green (λex = 360−410 nm) to yellowish-
green (λex = 420−450 nm) and the CIE coordinates shift
gradually from (0.303, 0.492) to (0.389, 0.530). In conclusion,
we have two simple approaches to obtain excitation- and
emission-on-demand glasses for white LEDs: one approach is
to change the excitation wavelength and the other is to adjust
the concentration of Eu2+ ions in SLSAKP.
To prove the existence of rich and distinguishable sites

available for Eu2+ ions in the glass, we measured the
dependence of the lifetime of Eu2+ on its concentration and
excitation wavelength and these results are shown in Figure 5.
All the decay curves can be well-fitted with a second-order
exponential equation41,42

τ τ= − + −I A t A texp( / ) exp( / )1 1 2 2 (1)

where I is the luminescence intensity, A1 and A2 are constants, t
is the lifetime, and τ1 and τ2 are rapid and slow lifetimes for

Table 1. CIE 1931 Color Coordinates and IQE of SLSAKP:
xEu2+ Glasses

CIE 1931 color
coordinates

Eu2+ concentration (mol %) λex (nm) CIE x CIE y IQE (%)

0.05 390 0.228 0.289 16
0.10 403 0.251 0.358 17
0.20 415 0.285 0.431 16
0.40 430 0.331 0.497 14
0.80 439 0.360 0.518 10
1.00 445 0.377 0.528 9
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exponential components, respectively. The average lifetime
(τ*) can be determined by the formula given in the following:

τ τ τ τ τ* = + +A A A A( )/( )1 1
2

2 2
2

1 1 2 2 (2)

As shown in Figure 5a−f, the average lifetimes of Eu2+ exhibit
obvious concentration dependence. It gradually increases from
1.14 μs for x = 0.05% to 1.56 μs for x = 1.00%. Obviously, Eu2+

at the high energy site has a short lifetime and the one at the
low energy site has a long lifetime. These results suggest that

the local site environment available for Eu2+ ions is quite
different as the concentration of Eu2+ ions increases. Figure 5g
shows the decay curves of SLSAKP:1.00% Eu2+ glass monitored
at different excitation and emission wavelengths. It is clearly
seen that the lifetimes of Eu2+ at fixed concentration show
obvious excitation wavelength dependence. Similarly, it
gradually increases as the excitation wavelength continuously
varies from 390 to 445 nm. These results indicate that at fixed
concentration, Eu2+ ions occupy lots of distinguishable local
sites in SLSAKP glasses.

Figure 3. Non-normalized (*), normalized (**) PL spectra and the excitation wavelength-dependent emission performance (***) of (a)
SLSAKP:0.05% Eu2+, (b) SLSAKP:0.40% Eu2+, and (c) SLSAKP:1.00% Eu2+ glass samples under different excitation wavelengths ranging from 360
to 450 nm.

Figure 4. CIE chromaticity diagram and photographs of SLSAKP:xEu2+ (x = (a) 0.05%, (b) 0.40%, and (c) 1.00%) glasses under continuous
excitation wavelengths with a step of 10 nm.
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To obtain further proof for the existence of rich and
distinguishable sites available for Eu2+ ions in the glass, time-
resolved emission spectra (TRES) of sample SLSAKP:1.00%
Eu2+ were measured at RT temperature, as shown in Figure 6.
As delay time increases, it is obviously seen that emission
intensity decreases gradually and at the same time the emission
spectra show a red-shift of about 40 nm. As clearly seen in
normalized TRES (Figure 6b), the emission is prominent at
480, 502, 512, and 520 nm at a delay time of 0.2, 1.8, 2.6, and
4.2 μs, respectively.
In summary, all the time-resolved PL data including the

decay curves and TRES give a strong evidence for the existence
of rich and distinguishable local sites available for Eu2+ ions in
glasses, which are accordance with the steady-state PLE and PL
data discussed above.
Thermal quenching behavior, as one of the important

parameters, is required to be considered and investigated for
high-power white LEDs applications. Figure 7 shows the
temperature-dependent PL spectral emission of SLSAKP:0.05%

Eu2+ upon 360 nm excitation (a), SLSAKP:0.40% Eu2+ upon
410 nm excitation (b), and SLSAKP:1.00% Eu2+ upon 450 nm
excitation (c). As the temperature increases, the PL intensities
of Eu2+ decrease rapidly. Figure 8a shows the relative integrated
intensity dependence of temperature. For SLSAKP:0.05% Eu2+

glass, at 373 and 423 K, it is only about 70.45% and 51.12% of
the initial intensity at 298 K under 360 nm excitation,
respectively. The relative integrated intensity decreases from
initial 100% at 298 K to 64.87% at 373 K and 46.55% at 423 K,
respectively, in SLSAKP:0.40% Eu2+ glass sample. For
SLSAKP:1.00% Eu2+ glass, the integrated intensities at 373
and 423 K are 72.3% and 53.38% of the initial value at 298 K,
respectively. Such serious thermal quenching behavior may be
caused by smaller activation energy. In general, the smaller
activation energy is, the poorer thermal quenching behavior is.
The thermal quenching data of the SLSAKP:0.05% Eu2+,
SLSAKP:0.40% Eu2+, and SLSAKP:1.00% Eu2+ glasses were
fitted using the following Arrhenius equation to calculate the
activation energy43,44

Figure 5. Decay curves of SLSAKP:xEu2+ (x = 0.05, 0.10, 0.20, 0.40, 0.80, and 1.00% for a−f, respectively) glasses and (g) decay curves of
SLSAKP:1.00% Eu2+ glass monitored at different excitation and emission wavelengths.

Figure 6. (a) Non-normalized and (b) normalized time-resolved emission spectra (TRES) of sample SLSAKP:1.00% Eu2+ (λex = 370 nm).
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=
+ −( )

I
I

A1 exp
T E

k T

0

a

B (3)

In eq 3, I0 is the initial emission intensity, IT is the intensity at
different temperatures, Ea is activation energy of thermal
quenching, A is a constant, and kB is the Boltzmann constant
(8.617 × 10−5 eV/K). The Ea for SLSAKP:0.05% Eu2+,
SLSAKP:0.40% Eu2+, and SLSAKP:1.00% Eu2+ glasses were
determined to be ∼0.2298, ∼0.2264, and ∼0.2494 eV under
excitation of 360, 410, and 450 nm, respectively, which are
presented in Figure 8b. Therefore, it is reasonable that Eu2+

ions show more serious thermal quenching behavior in
SLSAKP:0.40% Eu2+ glass than that in SLSAKP:0.05% Eu2+

glass and SLSAKP:1.00% Eu2+ glass.

To be applied in high-power white LEDs with high stable
white light quality, it is very important for luminescent
materials to have high optical stability at high joint-temperature
of LED chip. To evaluate the color stability of the glasses under
high joint-temperature of LED chip, the CIE color coordinates
and CIE shift (ΔE) with increasing temperature are shown in
Figure 9 and Table 2. It is clearly seen in Figure 9 that all the

Figure 7. Temperature dependence of the spectral emission of (a)
SLSAKP:0.05% Eu2+ upon 360 nm excitation, (b) SLSAKP:0.40%
Eu2+ upon 410 nm excitation, and (c) SLSAKP:1.00% Eu2+ upon 450
nm excitation.

Figure 8. (a) PL integrated intensity as a function of temperature; (b)
Arrhenius fitting thermal quenching and the calculated activation
energy (Ea) of SLSAKP:0.05% Eu2+, SLSAKP:0.40% Eu2+, and
SLSAKP:1.00% Eu2+.

Figure 9. CIE chromaticity coordinates at different temperatures for
the SLSAKP:0.05% Eu2+ upon 360 nm excitation, SLSAKP:0.40% Eu2+

upon 410 nm excitation, SLSAKP:1.00% Eu2+ upon 450 nm excitation,
and commercial YAG:Ce3+ phosphor upon 450 nm excitation.
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SLSAKP:Eu2+ glasses show good color stability comparable to
commercial YAG:Ce3+ phosphor, which is consistent with the
normalized temperature-dependent emission spectra of
SLSAKP:Eu2+ as shown in Figure S5 (Supporting Information).
To quantitatively describe the color stability, the chromaticity
shift (ΔE) was calculated using the following equation45,46

Δ = ′ − ′ + ′ − ′ + ′ − ′E u u v v w w( ) ( ) ( )t t to
2

o
2

o
2

(4)

where u′ = 4x/(3 − 2x + 12y), v′ = 9y/(3 − 2x + 12y) and w′ =
1 − u′ − v′. u′ and v′ are the chromaticity coordinates in u′v′
uniform color space, x and y are the chromaticity coordinates in
CIE 1931 color space, and o and t are the chromaticity shift at
298 K and a given temperature, respectively. As shown in Table
2, all the glasses doped with 0.05, 0.40, and 1.00% Eu2+ show
that the chromaticity shift increases gradually with increasing
temperature. Among them, the SLSAKP:0.40% Eu2+ glass
shows the best performance and its chromaticity shift is about
5.2 × 10−3 and 7.8 × 10−3 at 398 and 498 K, respectively, which
is only about one-fourth and one-fifth of the commercial white-
emitting phosphor mixture.46 These results demonstrate that it
is a potential luminescent glass for high-quality white LEDs
based on high-power n-UV LED chip. For the SLSAKP:1.00%
Eu2+ glass, its chromaticity shift is about 12.0 × 10−3 and 19.7 ×
10−3 at 398 and 498 K, respectively, which is about 3 times of
the commercial YAG:Ce3+ phosphor. These results indicate
that it is not an ideal luminescent glass for high-quality white
LEDs based on high-power blue LED chip.
3.2. Potential Application of SLSAKP:Eu2+ Glasses. As

discussed above, we obtained tunable excitation/emission
SLSAKP:Eu2+ glasses with potential applications for white
LEDs by two simple approaches: one approach is to selectively
excite Eu2+ ions at different local sites and the other is to adjust
the concentration of Eu2+ ions. To demonstrate the potential
application of SLSAKP:Eu2+ glasses, we representatively chose
SLSAKP:1.0% Eu2+ glass to fabricate an LG-LED device based
on 385 nm n-UV COB and 450 nm blue COB, as illustrated in
Figures 10 and 12, respectively. The glass was rough-polished in
order to obtain homogeneous emitting light that is hard to
realize by traditional phosphors slurry, which can be clearly
seen in Figure 10a−c. Figure 10d shows the LG-LED device
prototype. The n-UV COB was fixed on the aluminum sink and
a plate of the SLSAKP:1.0% Eu2+ glass was simply placed on it.
Driven by 100 mA current, the LG-LED device prototype emits
intense and uniform green light with the color coordinates
(0.346, 0.506), as shown in the CIE chromaticity diagram in
Figure 11c. Figure 11a, b shows the spectra of naked n-UV

COB and green LG-LED device. It is obviously seen that naked
n-UV COB chip gives a dominating emission at 385 nm and
LG-LED device exhibits an intense green broadband emission
centering at 525 nm and covering from 450 to 750 nm.
Moreover, it can be carefully seen in Figure 11b that the green
LG-LED device shows a much weaker n-UV light intensity
when compared to previous report.47−49 These results indicate
that this luminescent glass has strong n-UV absorption
efficiency and higher down-converting efficiency. It is vital for
LED device to prevent the n-UV light from leaking out since
the n-UV is harmful to human body. All these results indicate
that the SLSAKP:Eu2+ glass is suitable for n-UV LED to obtain
a green light in LG-LED device.
Besides the n-UV COB, blue COB was also employed to

fabricate the LG-LED device. As shown in Figure 12c, d, the
LG-LED device gives a bluish white light because of the scarcity
of red emission. Accordingly, the color coordinates and CCT of
the LG-LED device are (0.261, 0.255) and 17507 K, as
presented in Figure 13e. To obtain the pure white light, we
employed PiG technology. CaAlSiN3:Eu

2+, as a famous
commercial red phosphor, was used to obtain red-emitting
PiG plate to enhance the blue light absorption and decrease the
CCT of the LED device. The CaAlSiN3:Eu

2+-based PiG was
simply stacked on the SLSAKP:Eu2+ glass, as shown in Figure
12e. Under an operating current of 100 mA, this LG-LED
device generates a white light, purer than the SLSAKP:Eu2+

glass, as shown in Figures 12f and 13e, because of the
enhancement of red emission from red-emitting PiG (Figure
13d). And the color coordinates and CCT of this LG-WLED
are (0.327, 0.333) and 5749 K. All these results demonstrate
that the tunable emission SLSAKP:Eu2+ glass can be used for
both UV-LED- and blue-LED-based LED devices. But one
should keep in mind that the quantum efficiencies of the
SLSAKP:Eu2+ glasses are still not high enough (Table 1).
Therefore, further work should be done in order to achieve
practically acceptable quantum efficiencies of the as synthesized
glasses in the near future. Glass-ceramic50 or PiG30,31,51

Table 2. Chromaticity Shift (ΔE) of SLSAKP:0.05% Eu2+,
SLSAKP:0.40% Eu2+, SLSAKP:1.00% Eu2+, and Commercial
YAG:Ce3+ Phosphor as A Function of Temperature

λex
(nm) 298 K 398 K 498 K ref

SLSAKP:0.05%
Eu2+

360 7.8 × 10−3 13.8 × 10−3 this
work

SLSAKP:0.40%
Eu2+

410 5.2 × 10−3 7.8 × 10−3 this
work

SLSAKP:1.00%
Eu2+

450 12.0 × 10−3 19.7 × 10−3 this
work

commercial
YAG:Ce3+

450 4.3 × 10−3 6.3 × 10−3 this
work

commercial white-
emitting
phosphor
mixture

370 20.4 × 10−3 51.4 × 10−3 46

Figure 10. (a−c) Photographs of SLSAKP:1.0% Eu2+ glass; (d)
photograph of the fabricated LG-LED device and (e) photograph of
LG-LED device driven by 100 mA current.
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technique would be a promising choice to obtain luminescent
crystalline particles, which uniformly disperse in glass host.

4. CONCLUSION

In conclusion, widely and continuously tunable emitting light
are successfully achieved via site engineering in Eu2+ ion-doped
glass. The absorption spectra, PLE and PL spectra, and decay
curves reveal there are rich and distinguishable local cation sites
in SLASKP glasses and that Eu2+ ions show preferable site
distribution, which offer the possibility to engineer the local site
environment available for Eu2+ ions. The site engineering
consequently contributes to emission-on-demand simply by
changing excitation wavelength and adjusting the concentration
of Eu2+ ions. Such widely and continuously tunable photo-
luminescence performance in glasses is a rare but desirable
characteristic that is not present in crystalline materials. The
COB-based color and white LED devices were successfully

Figure 11. (a, b) EL spectra and (c) CIE chromaticity coordinates of the as-fabricated green-emitting LG-LED device combined SLSAKP:1.0% Eu2+

glass and n-UV-COB under an operating current of 100 mA.

Figure 12. (a, b) Photographs of glass plate without and with red
phosphor CaAlSiN3:Eu

2+; photographs of (c, e) the LG-LED devices
and (d, f) the lamps in operation.

Figure 13. EL spectra of (a) blue COB chip, (b) blue COB chip and SLSAKP:1.0% Eu2+ glass, (c) blue COB chip and CaAlSiN3:Eu
2+-based PiG,

and (d) blue COB chip and SLSAKP:1.0% Eu2+ glass and CaAlSiN3:Eu
2+-based PiG; (e) CIE coordinates of the as-fabricated LG-LED devices.

ACS Applied Materials & Interfaces Research Article

DOI: 10.1021/acsami.5b02550
ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces 2015, 7, 10044−10054

10052

http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acsami.5b02550


fabricated, which demonstrates the potential application of site
engineering in advanced solid-state lighting in the future.
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